Lack of indomethacin effect on thyroid function in man.
Administration of indomethacin 200 mg daily for 2 days to four euthyroid volunteers was without significant effect on serum triiodothyronine or thyroxine and caused no cinsistent alteration of serum TSH. There were minor and variable changes in the pattern of thyroidal iodine release (TIR) in these euthyroid subjects. In one subject both the TIR pattern and serum TSH concentration were altered in the same direction, suggesting that these minor changes were of central origin. Indomethacin also had no effect on the stimulated pattern of TIR in one euthyroid subject receiving daily exogenous TSH injections, or in a patient with untreated hyperthyroid Graves' disease. Prostaglandin A1 infusion in one subject did not alter serum TSH or thyroidal iodine release. It is concluded that prostaglandins probably have no obligatory physiological role in modulating TSH or thyroid hormone secretion in man.